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1. Self-introduction

| am Kulacha Sirikhan, second-year doctoral student from

the Department of Urban Engineering. My maijor is urban
planning. | also have completed my master degree from
the Department of Urban Engineering at The University
of Tokyo and Bachelor degree from the Department of
Urban and Regional Planning, Faculty of Architecture,
Chulalongkorn University, Thailand. | was a former urban
architect for Urban Design and Development Center in
Bangkok with various projects in urban regeneration and

urban governance.

My research interest covers urban regeneration, urban
governance, and creative city. My current doctoral re-
search topic is the creation of creative clusters in emerg-
ing economies. In this article, | would like to share my
internship experience in Paris, France. Currently, | am
doing a 6-month internship plan at The France-Japan
Foundation (FFJ) of Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences
Sociales (EHESS) from October 2018 to March 2019 as a

visiting researcher.

2. How | Look for Internship Opportunities
Since my research interest is about creative economy and
urban development. | hope this would be a benefit for

my thesis study as best practice case studies in creative
clustering industries. Thus, | have set my sight on searching
opportunities in Europe such as Paris, London, Berlin, and
Copenhagen. These cities are the best practices of creative
cities implementation. Thanks to my Professor, he intro-
duced me to the Japan-France researcher network. Then,

| have the opportunity to meet the French researcher who

introduced me to The Fondation France-Japon.

3. Getting Ready for Departure

My preparation period had been a little hectic after being
accepted as a Visiting Researcher in late July 2018. Since
I must finish the GCL internship plan within April in the
second year of doctoral course. Thus, | should start my
internship in October 2018. It means | have around 2
months to prepare for departure. | very much appreciate
a lot of help from the GCL office. They gave me an easy
to follow GCL internship guidance and was very active in
follow-up my documents as well as the contribution from

the administration coordinators from FFJ-EHESS.

During that time, my main focuses were documents and
daily life in Paris. Requirement documents are including
visa application, oversea student insurance, and OSSMA
application. The most challenging on how to live in Paris
were finding accommodation and French language. It was
the peak time for apartment hunting because of open
semester period. Thus, | spit my stay into 2 parts. The first
two months of stay was in the private apartment from
SabbaticalHomes.com which is the academic community” s
resource for home exchange, home rental. And the last 4
months stay at La Maison Suger which is provided by the
Fondation Maison des Sciences de |I' Homme’ s Scientific
(FMSH). | studied French by myself from YouTube channels,
and “Duolingo” application for basic conversations in
daily life cover basic phrases, greetings, counting things,

basic transportation words, and ordering food.

4. About FFJ-EHESS

The Fondation France-Japon (FFJ) of Ecole des Hautes

Etudes en Sciences Sociales (EHESS) aims to promote

academic collaboration between Japan and France and

to enhance dialogue and exchanges through a network

of public and private partners to improve the understand-

ings of Japan. FFJ-EHESS encourages an interdisciplinary

approach to the humanities and social science between Ja-

pan and Europe for Japanese researchers and internation-

al researchers. FFJ-EHESS research activities are organized

around five thematic axes including;

- Axis 1: Asian capitalisms: diversity and institutional
change

- Axis 2: Renewing research on area studies

- Axis 3: Thinking innovation through the interactions
between science, culture and society

- Axis 4: Rethinking global cities

- Axis 5: Inequalities and social policies

| appreciate my stay at FFJ very much. Because FFJ is
open fo interdisciplinary researcher from various na-
tionalities where | could discuss and have a knowledge
exchange in various field of study with my colleagues and
expand research networking. Moreover, EHESS holds many
interesting research forum, lecture, and seminar throughout
the year. | have a chance to attend many inspired ses-
sions such as lecture series on Corporate Governance and
Inequality, conference on post global city issue, and public

transportation infrastructure financing mechanism issue.

5. My Research Activities at FFJ-EHESS

| am working on a comparative study on creative cluster
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policy between France and Japan. My research topic

is “Institutional building in the decentralized territorial
policies approach on clustering of creative industries: The
Cases of lle-de-France-de-France and Tokyo Metropolitan
Area.” In the last two decades, the number of cities
that assigned themselves the mission to become “cre-
ative cities’ has been increasing. This is closely linked
to the rising of creative industries in the growth of the
economy, and it is a major trend in globalization too.
The creative city concept emerged as a new urban model
for those cities seeking to enhance their global ranking

in the competitive league of global cities.



Paris and Tokyo hold five top positions in the Global
Power City Index by The Institute for Urban Strategies of
the Mori Memorial Foundation and achieve top ranking in
the EY Global Talent in Global Cities 2015 study due to

their cultural heritage and assets in high tech. The locus
of creative industries is concentrated in big cities especially

in the capital in Tle-de-France and the Tokyo Metropolitan
Area which privileged as global cities for they host a dense
network of creative industries. Both cluster strategies are
characterized by the decentralization reform through city-re-
gion governance with specific purposes implementation. The
promotion of decentralized governance allows governance

institutions to be more flexible, efficient, and innovative.

In order to understand the functioning of governance institu-
tions in the process of implementing cluster competitiveness,
this study focuses on the cases of “Territoire de la culture
et de la creafion”  of Plaine Commune in Ile-de-France
and “Creative city Yokohama” in Tokyo Metropolitan
Area. These two case studies are best practice examples in
creative clustering industries in Western and Eastern global

cities.

At the end of March 2019, | am going to conduct the work-
shop as a final output of my 6-month internship plan and
following research paper after going back to Tokyo. This
workshop is the third of the series of workshops organized
by FFJ-EHESS and supported by the Maison des sciences de
I” homme Paris Nord (MSH Paris Nord). The workshop aims
at gathering students and researchers who work on creative
industries, creative cluster, city competitiveness, institutional
building, decentralization, and urban governance topics as

well as colleagues interested in these issues.

6. A Day-In-The-Life in Paris

My 6-months stay in Paris is very grateful and delighted.
Since my personal interests are about art, culture, and
architecture. Above my study time at FFJ, | enjoy wandering
around the city such as a museum, exhibition, and street art
exploration. | found out that living expense in Paris is quite
higher than Tokyo. So | mostly cook at home. Interestingly,
it is easier and more affordable to find an Asian store for
Thai dish ingredients than in Tokyo. Personally, eating out is
a minority but | always open to sweet and French patisser-
ies.

My first apartment was located in an upcoming area for the

young generation in district 12. It was surrounded by many

My Thai cooking dish

parks; riverfront park, elevated park from a former via-
duct as well as vibrant street activities; flea market, food
truck, and small authentic shops. My second apartment
is located in the center of Paris where | can walk to my
workplace. My everyday walking journey from home to
my office is very enjoyable with active street vibes from
various authentic shop, restaurant, and café.

| spend most of my weekend at the museums and art
exhibition in Paris. There are my top three impression
places. First, Musée d’ Orsay is the home to the to the
most extensive range of impressionist painters in the
world such as Monet, Degas, Renoir, and Van Gogh as
well as the impressing architectural structure, formerly a

railway station. Second, “On Air” exhibition by Tomds

My everyday walking journey from home
to my office

Saraceno at Palais de Tokyo had an experimental spider
web art and reflections on sound and space. The ON

AR interactive sound and art installation room was a
unique experience like floating through a musical space
where every string can create a sound from interactive
resonance with a visitor. The third one is the Atelier des
Lumiéres. Paris’ s first digital art museum from the former
foundry. The exhibition is dedicated to Gustav Klimt (1862-
1918). The show was like a magical moment with wall

and floor screening like a moving movie for 30 minutes

with lighting and sound.

It is easy and affordable to fravel around the Schengen area if you plan your itinerary in the right timing. My memorial

trip is lighting festival in Lyon (Féte des Lumiéres).

It was very transcendence. The whole city was full of dazzling displays of light. This is so much inspiration to urbanism

Lighting exhibition at the
Atelier des Lumiéres

Musée d'Orsay

“On Air” exhibition by Tomas
Saraceno at Palais de Tokyo

student like me. | also explored many creative economy supporting projects in many major cities such as Copenhagen,

Hamburg, Berlin, and Leipzig. There are many interesting, innovative public spaces projects and social housing projects that

support creative activities. | was very fascinated by urban resilience in Dresden how the city rebuilt itself twice after the

fire-bombing during World War Il to embrace its architectural and cultural heritage.

7. Advice to Future GCL Interns

Lighting festival in Lyon (Féte des Lumiéres).
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Lighting festival in Lyon (Féte des Lumieres).

It would be so much easier if you could specify your research scope before searching for an institution host. Because

internship experience will give you eyes-open and hands-on experience which will be a benefit for your research and

career path. Organizations may require a formal application, resume, cover letter, transcript, 2 or 3 letters of recom-
mendation, as well as your essay about your motivation or research abstract in case of an academic institution. Not all
infernships have the same requirements. There are many possibility forums that could make your way to your internship

following;

GCL internship forum

Student Exchange Programs with Partner Universities
Public International Organization

The private sector internship program

Consult with your supervising professor
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Institutional Building in the Decentralized Territorial
Policies Approach on Clustering of Creative Industries

The Cases of ile-de-France and Tokyo Metropolitan Area

March 22" 2019, 10:00 - 12:00
MSH Paris Nord, Room 407
20, av George Sand

93210 Saint Denis la Plaine

This workshop is the third of a series of workshops, organized by the Fondation France-Japon de 'EHESS and
supported by the Maison des sciences de 'homme Faris Nord (MSH Paris Nord).

In the last two decades, the number of cities that assigned themselves the mission to become “creative cities” has
been increasing. This is closely linked to the rising of creative industries in the growth of the economy and itis a
major trend in globalization too. The creative city concept emerged as a new urban model for those cities seeking
to enhance their global ranking in the competitive league of global cities.

Faris and Tokyo hold five top positions in the Global Power City Index by The Institute for Urban Strategies of the
Mori Memorial Foundation and achieve top ranking in the EY Global Talent in Global Cities 2015 study due to their
cultural heritage and assets in high tech. The locus of creative industries is concentrated in big cities especially in
the capital in Tle-de-France and the Tokyo Metropolitan Area which privileged as global cities for they host a dense
network of creative industries (Sassen, 2001). Both cluster strategies are characterized by the decentralization
reform through city-region governance with specific purposes implementation. The promotion of decentralized
governance allows governance institutions to be more flexible, efficient, and innovative.

In order to understand the functioning of govemance institutions in the process of implementing cluster
competitiveness, this study focuses on the cases of “Territoire de |a culture et de la creation” of Plaine Commune in
lle-de-France and “Creative city Yokohama” in Tokyo Metropolitan Area. These two case studies are best practice
examples in clustering creative industries in Western and Eastem global cities.

Speaker
Kulacha Sirikhan is a Ph.D. student at The University of Tokyo and a visiting researcher at FFJ.

Research themes: Creative cluster in emerging economies, creative economy policies in Thailand, Japan and
France.
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